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TENSES
PAST TENSES

* 	 Past Perfect (had (not) V3)
* 	 Past Perfect Continuous (had (not) been Ving)
* 	 Past Continuous (was, were (not) Ving)
* 	 Simple Past (V2, didn’t V1)

PRESENT TENSES

* 	 Present Perfect (have, has (not) V3)
* 	 Simple Present (V+S , V1,// don’t, doesn’t V1)
* 	 Present Continuous (am, is, are (not) Ving)
* 	 Present Perfect Continuous (have, has been Ving)

FUTURE TENSES

* 	 will be going to V1
* 	 Future Continuous (will be Ving)
* 	 Future Perfect (will have V3)
* 	 Future Perfect Continuous (will have been Ving)

PAST TENSES

Simple Past Tense
– Geçmişte başlamış ve bitmiş, zamanı belli olayları anlatır.
I bought my first car in 2012.

– Zamanı verilmemiş ama geçmişte olup bittiği, şu anda artık devam etmediği bilinen olayları anlatır.
I was born in Amasya.
– Uygun bir bağlaç ile başka bir geçmiş zaman cümlesine bağlanan olayı anlatır.
When I opened the door, I saw a big mouse on the chair.
While I was answering the last question, the bell rang.

Time Expressions
–last night //week //Sunday
–a year ago
–two weeks ago
–five minutes ago
once upon a time, yesterday, in 1881, the other day, in those days, in the past

Example Sentences:
1) 	 I finished my project last week.
2) 	 We visited my grandma’s grave the other day.
3) 	 I always read world classics during my school years.
4) 	 Before the taxi arrived, Sue locked the gate.
5) 	 Ann wore a strange costume to Patrick’s party because she wanted to impress others.
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6) 	 She heard someone at the door but didn’t stop singing.
7) 	 The dream ship Titanic sank into the deep waters of the Atlantic on a chilly spring day.
8) 	 On Sunday morning, Benny got up before his parents and he was dressed when he woke them both up.
9) 	 They talked in their office yesterday and for an odd moment Mr. Bulky felt something different between them.
10) 	 In the past, people ate much more healthy food, which enabled them to live longer.

Past Continuous Tense
– (uyuyordum, bekliyorduk, yürüyordu, oynuyorlardı…)
– Geçmişte bir zaman diliminde olmakta olan olayı anlatır.
When the guests arrived, she was setting the table and her daughters were decorating the Christmas tree.
When I opened my eyes into a bright morning, the birds in my garden were all singing.
While I was sunbathing on my veranda, the huge umbrella fell on me.

– was, were going to V1: geçmişte planlanmış fakat gerçekleşmemiş olayı anlatır.
I was going to buy a new T-shirt but then I decided to give my money to the beggar.
They were going to join a swimming club but they couldn’t afford it.

Example Sentences:
1) 	 This time last year I was writing my first novel.
2) 	 While Carla was studying for her final exams, her friends were having fun in the garden.
3) 	 Between May and August last year, Aunt Sally was staying with us so we couldn’t go on a holiday.
4) 	 I was going to tell you the truth about John, but I didn’t feel confident enough.
5) 	 It was already ten, and Eliza was being a complete nuisance.
6) 	 When the celebrity left the restaurant, a white limousine was just standing there.

Past Perfect Tense (geçmişin geçmişi)
– Geçmişte ikinci bir  olay olduğunda önceden  bitmiş olan birinci (önceki) olayı anlatır.

Example Sentences:
1) 	 When her boyfriend came to the café with a bunch of red roses in his hand, Maria had left, so she couldn’t see him.
2) 	 By the time the paramedics arrived, the young boy had taken three painkillers.
3) 	 They ate in a luxurious restaurant she had never heard of.
4) 	 As soon as he stepped into the publishing company he remembered that he had left the manuscript at home.
5) 	 Thomas admitted that he had gossiped about them.
6) 	 By 7 o’clock, the secretary had translated all the documents.
7) 	 I couldn’t concentrate on the article yesterday as I hadn’t slept well the night before.
8) 	 Sam swallowed the sandwich like a greedy giant because he hadn’t eaten anything for hours.

Past Perfect Continuous Tense
– Geçmişte ikinci bir  olay olduğunda, daha önceden başlamış ve devam etmekte olan olayı anlatır. Genellikle süre de bildirir 
ve bu özelliği ile Past Continuous Tense’den ayrılır.

I was sleeping when mum came.
 (Annem geldiğinde,  uyuyordum)



5

Tenses

I had been sleeping  for two hours when mum came.
( Annem geldiğinde,   uyuyordum     +        süre)

Example Sentences:
1) 	 When my grandpa died in 2008, he had been running the shop for nearly 80 years.
2) 	 Brook was exhausted because he had been playing with four monstrous kids!
3) 	 The assistants were all angry because they had been waiting for the professor for three hours.
4) 	 My left arm started to ache terribly as I had been exercising for a long time.
5) 	 The neighbors had been getting on well up to then.

Geçmiş Zamanı anlatan tense’ler arasındaki anlam farkını ‘when’ bağlacını kullanarak şöyle özetleyebiliriz:

When mum came yesterday, I tidied my room.
(Dün annem geldiğinde, odamı topladım.)

When mum came yesterday, I was tidying my room.
(Dün annem geldiğinde, odamı topluyordum.)

When mum came yesterday, I had tidied my room.
(Dün annem geldiğinde, odamı toplamıştım.)

When mum came yesterday, I had been tidying my room for two hours.
(Dün annem geldiğinde, iki saattir odamı topluyordum.)
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Test on Past Tenses

	 1) 	 When the magnificent ship Titanic __________ 
the huge iceberg, it __________ on the Atlantic 
Ocean for only two days.
A)	 hit / sailed
B)	 had hit / sailed
C)	 was hitting / sailed
D)	 hit / had been sailing
E)	 hit / was sailing

	 2) 	 When another ship __________ to help, 
unfortunately, the Titanic __________ into the 
deep waters of the ocean.
A)	 arrived / had sunk
B)	 had arrived / sunk
C)	 arrived / sunk
D)	 had been arriving /was sinking
E)	 had arrived / was sinking

	 3) 	 While some of the voyagers __________ to and 
fro  in panic and fear, some __________ the 
dreadful scene in silence.
A)	 rushed / was watching
B)	 had been rushing / were watching
C)	 rushed / had been watching
D)	 were rushing / were watching
E)	 rushed / had watched

	 4) 	 The beggar __________ his way to the table 
where the bride and groom __________ their 
meals cheerfully.
A)	 made / was eating
B)	 was making / was eating
C)	 had made / had been eating
D)	 had been making / had eaten
E)	 made / were eating

	 5) 	 I was horrified when I __________ that my 
son __________ a bar of chocolate from the 
supermarket.
A)	 learnt / were stealing
B)	 learnt / had stolen
C)	 was learning / had been stealing
D)	 had learnt / stole
E)	 had learnt / was stealing

	 6) 	 When my grandpa __________ in 2007, she 
__________ to be older than any other relatives.
A)	 died / was living
B)	 died / had lived
C)	 died / had been living
D)	 had died / was living
E)	 was dying / lived

	 7) 	 The moment I __________ the door, I realized I 
__________ the confidential documents on the 
table ready to be read by anybody.
A)	 had closed / left
B)	 closed / was leaving
C)	 closed / had left
D)	 was closing / had been leaving
E)	 had been closing / left

	 8) 	 To our surprise, when Patricia __________ 
Patrick, she acted as if she __________ him 
before.
A)	 met / didn’t see
B)	 had met / didn’t see
C)	 was seeing / hadn’t seen
D)	 met / wasn’t seeing
E)	 met / hadn’t seen
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	 9) 	 As I __________ the attic the other day, I 
__________ a locked silver case.
A)	 cleaned / was coming across
B)	 had cleaned / came across
C)	 cleaned / had come across
D)	 was cleaning / came across
E)	 had been cleaning / was coming across

	 10) 	 She __________ as she __________ towards the 
excited crowd.
A)	 had been beaming / was riding
B)	 was beaming / was riding
C)	 had beamed / rode
D)	 beamed / had been riding
E)	 was beaming / had been riding

	 11) 	 After checking Allan’s essay, the teacher 
__________ in pride because her student 
__________ .
A)	 smiled / had improved
B)	 had smiled / was improving
C)	 was smiling / were improving
D)	 had been smiling / was improving
E)	 were smiling / improved

	 12) 	 That evening when I showed up behind the 
dormitory, Liza __________ cross-legged in the 
grass that we __________ the day before.
A)	 sat / mowed
B)	 had been sitting / mowed
C)	 was sitting / had mown
D)	 had sat / were mowing
E)	 sat / were mowing

	 13) 	 I __________ in front of the stove for minutes 
when Tully appeared at the door.
A)	 were standing
B)	 had stood
C)	 was standing
D)	 had been standing
E)	 was still standing

	 14) 	 While he __________ to me through a broad 
smile, his expression contained a kindness it 
__________ before.
A)	 apologized / wasn’t
B)	 had apologized / didn’t
C)	 was apologizing / weren’t
D)	 apologized / didn’t
E)	 was apologizing / hadn’t had

	 15) 	 I __________ a comment about Sally’s ridiculous 
hair style but I didn’t want to hurt her feelings so 
I kept quiet.

A)	 was going to make
B)	 had been making
C)	 had made
D)	 made
E)	 was making
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PRESENT TENSES

Present Continuous
– Konuşma anında olmakta olan 	 olayı anlatır.
My twins are sleeping in the living room now.

– Her zaman ya da sıklıkla yapılan bir eylem bu sefer değişkenlik gösteriyorsa o olay için şimdiki zaman kullanılır.
I usually wear high heeled shoes for parties but this time I’m wearing flat ones.
(Partilere genellikle yüksek topuklu ayakkabılar giyerim fakat bu sefer düz olanı giyiyorum.)
 (Buradaki şimdiki zaman şu anda giyiyor olduğunu göstermez, sadece değişikliği vurgular.)

– Gelecek zaman için planlanmış bir olayı anlatır.
They are getting married next month.
I am giving a garden party this Sunday. 
Uncle Tom is visiting us tomorrow.

– Gittikçe artan durumları anlatır.
The workers are getting more and more depressed these days because the work is getting harder and harder.

	 am
	 is		  		always  +  Ving     	  içinde bulunduğumuz durumdan şikayet ettiğimizi bildirir.
	 are 							     
  
Two of my students are always trying to cheat in the exams.
My husband is always acting like a child in such situations.
You are always interrupting my decisions.

Time Expressions
now, just now, at the moment, for the time being, at present, still, nowadays, these days, this (weekend), today

Example Sentences:
1) 	 Well done! You are doing quite well these days.
2) 	 It is surprising that Sarah is still sleeping.
3) 	 You are always wearing my expensive clothes.
4) 	 Hurry up! The driver is waiting for us.
5) 	 She usually reads adventure books but this summer she is reading a romance.
6) 	 Look! Something strange is walking under the table.
7) 	 They are opening the museum this month.

Simple Present Tense
– Düzenli, sık sık, ara sıra, nadiren olan olayları anlatır.
 sıklık zarfları: always, frequently, often, usually, sometimes, regularly, occasionally, rarely, seldom, never.
Mum never eats fish.
Our English teacher usually makes us read books.
My parents regularly talk to my teachers.
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– Herkes tarafından bilinen, kabul edimiş bilimsel ya da sosyal gerçekleri anlatır.
True love depends on trust and respect.
Cigarette kills sooner or later.
Healthy food means healthy life.

– Hikaye, oyun, yarışma ve gazete başlığında kullanılır.
The prince sees the beautiful mermaid.
The famous footballer kicks the ball in an experienced manner.
Man walks on the other planets.

– Emir verirken, rica ederken kullanılır.
You wait here until the principal calls you!

– Seanslı ya da hep belli zamanlarda olan, zaman çizelgeli olayların gelecek zamanda ifadesinde kullanılır.
My favorite soap opera starts at 9 tomorrow.

Time Expressions
– every week /year /Sunday /summer …
– once / twice / three times a (year)
– in the evenings, on (Fridays), at nights

Example Sentences:
1) 	 Salt contributes to high blood pressure.
2) 	 Dad usually stays at home at nights but today he is visiting grandma.
3) 	 Curtis doesn’t like people who don’t obey his rules.
4) 	 My train leaves at platform 9 next week.
5) 	 It usually rains in my hometown.

Present Perfect Tense
– Geçmişte başlayıp, şu ana kadar devam eden ya da henüz bitmiş olayları anlatır.
I have always hated people who are in the habit of boasting.

– Geçmişte olmuş bitmiş olayar için de bu tense’i kullanabiliriz. Fakat bu noktada dikkat edilmesi gereken önemli bir ayrıntı 
vardır. Present Perfect Tense’i kullanabilmek için söz konusu olayın zamanının verilmemiş olması ve de tekrarlanabilir 
nitelikte olması gerekir.My grandma has died in Ankara cümlesi yanlıştır, çünkü tekrarlanamaz bir olaydan söz etmekteyiz. 
Burada doğru cümle şöyledir.
My grandma died in Ankara.

– Tamamlanmamış zaman zarflı cümlelerde olayın tekrarlanma olasılığı var ise bu tense kullanılır.
Townspeople have seen strange figures in the sky in the last few weeks.

(hala içinde bulunduğumuz, tamamlanmamış zaman zarfı.)

– Geçmişte olmuş bitmiş (zamanı verilmemiş / tekrarlanabilir) bir olayın etkisi şu anda gözüküyorsa ya da ileriyi etkileyecekse 
bu tense kullanılır.
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The baby is crying because she has lost her dummy.

– zamanı belirsiz,
– tekrarlanabilr
– etkisi şu an sürüyor

Silvia wants to get a divorce because her husband has hurt her feelings many times.

– zamanı belirsiz
– tekrarlanabilir
– etkisi şu an sürüyor

We have edited your original poem and will mail the details to you after the meeting.
– zamanı belirsiz
– tekrarlanabilir
– etkisi gelecekte de  sürecek.

Time Expressions
– up to now, so far, up to the present (şimdiye kadar)
– recently, lately (son zamanlardA)
– during the past few days, in the last two hours, for the last three minutes, today, this week…
– just / already
– yet (? / – ), never, before
– throughout history, in my life (tamamlanmamış zaman zarfı)

Example Sentences:
1) 	 This is the most tremendous rain I have ever walked in.
2) 	 This is the first time I have come across such a long word.
3) 	 I have never tasted your mother’s cookies before.
4) 	 Throughout history, man has improved educational standards vastly.
5) 	 Where has Lucas been lately?
6) 	 Have you written the instructions yet?
7) 	 I haven’t decided what to wear yet.
8) 	 The secretary has translated twenty articles so far.
9) 	 Melinda has seen her doctor three times this week. What’s the matter with her?
10) 	 She has dated two handsome men in the past few years.
11) 	 Bertha is limping slightly because she has twisted her ankle.
12) 	 I think I have left the windows unlocked. I’m driving back to check them.
13) 	 She has been on a strict diet during the past few weeks, that’s why she looks like a model.
14) 	 I can’t believe that you have devoured six slices of cake already!
15) 	 You look nervous. I’m afraid you have received another  rude message from one of the clients.
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Present Perfect Continuous
– Geçmişte başlamış hala devam eden olayın, süresini ya da devam etme halini vurgular.

have 			 
V3 			    	 olayın kendisini vurgular.

has

have 			 
been Ving 	  	 olayın süresini vurgular.

has	

I have combed her hair, so she is ready to go out.
I have been combing her hair for twenty minutes, that’s why we’re late.

– cümlede sayı / miktar sıfatı var ise bu tense genellikle kullanılmaz.

I have been eating four hamburgers today.(incorrect)
I have eaten four hamburgers today.(correct)

* SINCE:

The phone hasn’t rung since Monday.
The phone hasn’t rung since he left the house.
                                                                V2
She has been wearing casual clothes since retirement.
She has been wearing casual clothes since she got retired.
													              V2
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Test on Present Tenses

	 1) 	 My sister Stacy __________ at the Paris hospital 
for the last four years.
A)	 is working
B)	 works
C)	 have worked
D)	 has been working
E)	 has worked

	 2) 	 Listen! Somebody __________ in pain.
A)	 have screamed
B)	 is screaming
C)	 have been screaming
D)	 screams
E)	 are screaming

	 3) 	 Don’t make noise, please. Grandma __________ 
from the hospital and __________ in the sitting 
room.
A)	 is just coming / has slept
B)	 comes / has slept
C)	 has just come / sleeps
D)	 has been coming / has slept
E)	 has just come / is sleeping

	 4) 	 I love my house. I __________ in the same cozy  
house since I __________ to this big city.
A)	 have been living / came
B)	 live / come
C)	 am living / came
D)	 have lived / am coming
E)	 have lived / have come

	 5) 	 Although Peter __________ French for nearly 
four months, to our surprise, he __________ a 
correct sentence yet.
A)	 studies / doesn’t make
B)	 is studying / isn’t making
C)	 has been studying / hasn’t made
D)	 has studied / doesn’t make
E)	 studies / isn’t making

	 6) 	 According to the timetable,  the officials 
__________ a meeting until next Monday.
A)	 aren’t having
B)	 haven’t had
C)	 don’t have
D)	 isn’t having
E)	 doesn’t have

	 7) 	 Ever since The O’cconurs __________ into the flat 
next to ours, we __________ a peaceful day.
A)	 have moved / haven’t had
B)	 move / aren’t having
C)	 are moving / haven’t had
D)	 move / don’t have
E)	 moved / haven’t had

	 8) 	 Why don’t you ever file anything? I __________ 
your documents since I __________ to this 
department!
A)	 am sorting out / have come
B)	 have been sorting out / came
C)	 have sorted out / have come
D)	 sort out / have come
E)	 have sorted out / come
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	 9) 	 As far as I know, the obelisk known as Cleopatra’s 
Needle __________ by the River Thames. 
__________ it ?
A)	 stands / Have you ever visited
B)	 is standing / Do you visit
C)	 has been standing / Are you visiting
D)	 has stood / Have you been visiting
E)	 stands / Are you visited

	 10) 	 Now that you __________ your traffic license 
with a good level, you __________ a brand new 
car.
A)	 have taken / deserve
B)	 take / have deserved
C)	 are taking / have deserved
D)	 have been taking / deserve
E)	 have been taking / have deserved

	 11) 	 It’s the seventh silly mistake I __________ in your 
essay. Be more careful, please.
A)	 am correcting
B)	 have been correcting
C)	 correct
D)	 have corrected
E)	 has been correcting

	 12) 	 Since my brother __________ university, he 
__________ a well-paid job without success for 
weeks now.
A)	 has left / has been looking for
B)	 leaves / is looking for
C)	 is leaving / looks for
D)	 has left / looks
E)	 left / has been looking for

	 13) 	 Alicia __________ the meal for the last ten 
minutes. I think she is trying to guess which 
spices the chef __________into it.
A)	 is smelling / has been adding
B)	 has been smelling / has added
C)	 smells / is adding
D)	 is smelling / adds
E)	 has smelt / is adding

	 14) 	 My little daughter __________ a lot of horror 
films lately, that’s why she __________ alone in 
her room.
A)	 is watching / doesn’t sleep
B)	 has been watching / isn’t sleeping
C)	 has watched / can’t sleep
D)	 watches / doesn’t sleep
E)	 watches / isn’t sleeping

	 15) 	 I __________ why people __________ smoking 
despite all these warnings reported by doctors.
A)	 have wondered / goes on
B)	 wonder / go on
C)	 have been wondering / have gone
D)	 wonder / has gone on
E)	 have been wondering / goes on

	 16) 	 Whenever a stranger __________ our gate, my 
dog __________ barking.
A)	 is approaching / starts
B)	 has approached / starts
C)	 has been approaching / is starting
D)	 approaches / starts
E)	 approaches / has started
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	 17) 	 It’s the first time she __________ a speech in public.
A)	 has made	 B)	 is making
C)	 makes	 D)	 has been making
E)	 make

	 18) 	 My wife __________ the new perfume I have 
bought for her. Judging by the impression on her 
face, it __________ nice.
A)	 has been smelling / is smelling
B)	 has smelt / is smelling
C)	 smells / smells
D)	 is smelling / smells
E)	 is smelling / is smelling

	 19) 	 Thanks to his parents’ financial support, his way of 
life __________ a lot in the last four months.
A)	 is changing	 B)	 change
C)	 has changed	 D)	 changes
E)	 has been changing

	 20) 	 On Sundays ,we __________ my grandmother’s 
grave, but this Sunday we __________ at home due 
to mum’s illness.
A)	 have visited / stay
B)	 visit / are staying
C)	 are visiting / stay
D)	 have been visiting / are staying
E)	 visits / have stayed

	 21) 	 I’m worried about the baby because she 
__________ for fifteen hours now without opening 
her eyes even once.
A)	 has slept
B)	 is sleeping
C)	 sleeps
D)	 sleep
E)	 has been sleeping

	 22) 	 Barbara __________ the shop right at the moment, 
pale and exhausted, because she __________ 
hundreds of candidates today.

A)	 is leaving / has been interviewing
B)	 has left / is interviewing
C)	 is leaving / interviews
D)	 leaves / has been interviewing
E)	 is leaving / has interviewed

	 23) 	 She __________ terrible stomachache since she 
__________ a glass of cold water despite mum’s 
warning.
A)	 suffers from / drank
B)	 is suffering from / drank
C)	 has suffered from / has drunk
D)	 has been suffering from / drank
E)	 is suffering from / has drunk

	 24) 	 Why on Earth __________ me against Judy’s 
unworthiness? I __________ ally my time for 
nothing!
A)	 haven’t you warned / have wasted
B)	 don’t you warn / have wasted
C)	 don’t you warn / am wasting
D)	 haven’t you warned / waste
E)	 haven’t you been warning / waste

	 25) 	 The company __________ much money these days 
because most of their clients __________ abroad 
for the fair.
A)	 hasn’t made / is going
B)	 isn’t making / have gone
C)	 doesn’t make / are going
D)	 don’t make / have gone
E)	 hasn’t made / go
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FUTURE TENSES

will V1
– konuşma anında alınan kararları bildirir.
It’s cold outside. I will wear my warm cardigan.

– söz verme, teklif, rica bildirir.
I will help you with your project.
Will you help me with my project?

		  am
		  is      			  going to V1
		  are

– planlanmış gelecek olayları bildirir.
They have organized everything. 
They are going to give a garden party this Sunday.

– şu anda olmakta olan bir olaya bakarak, geleceğe yönelik tahmin yaparken kullanılır.
You have spent all your precious time as a couch potato. You are going to fail in the exam.

Future Continuous: (-yor olacağım)
I’m afraid I won’t be able  to welcome you at 6 tomorrow. I will be lecturing.
All her students will be waiting for Mrs. Wilky with flowers in their hands when she leaves the hospital next Tuesday.
This time tomorrow Abby and Debby will be tutoring the twins.

Future Perfect: (-mış olacağım)
The assistant will have handed his project by the professor’s departure.
By the time you finish studying this book, you will have learnt a lot of grammatical structures and vocabulary.

Future Perfect Continuous:  (-yor olacağım + SÜRE)
By the time they get married, they will have been sharing the same house for nearly six years.


